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“Voices of the Victims” Tour Begins an 11 city Bi-national Tour Starting in Denver at 
the Drug Policy Alliance meeting on October 23rd calling for an End to Drug War that 
Has Killed over 80,000 in Mexico. 
 
Following last year’s unprecedented 27-city Caravan for Peace calling for an end to the 
drug war and related violence this year’s tour will once again feature Javier Sicilia, along 
with drug war victims, Mexican, US and Canadian opinion leaders to explore the core 
issues – from guns and immigration to drug policy which have all become politically 
dynamic in 2013.  The discussion about potential alternatives to the current drug policy 
regime has gone from quiet whispers to more assertive calls for action in many countries 
across the hemisphere.  
 
A year after the Caravan for Peace the context has changed. Though Mexico’s new 
president, Enrique Peña Nieto, was initially successful in changing the tone of the media 
coverage of Mexico’s out-of-control violence, but the grim reality is that murder, 
extortion, and general public insecurity continue at the same emergency levels. 
 
Meanwhile, in the United States there have been undeniable shifts in attitude on drug 
policy, gun safety, and even immigration policy.  For the first time ever opinion polls 
reveal a strong majority of Americans favor legally regulating marijuana as the voters of 
Colorado and Washington have already voted to do. In South America, Uruguay will 
legally regulate marijuana at a national level. And at the urging of Colombian President, 
Jorge Santos the Organization of American States (OAS) organized a broad international 
study group earlier this year to issue a scenario report on drug policy reform options in 
the Western Hemisphere. 
 
A broad consensus on both the need to rethink drug war dogmas and to regulate 
marijuana as a simple and logical first step is forming among health professionals, police, 
local politicians, business leaders and the public. 
 
The tour aims to advance the debate about solutions in all three countries and 
internationally, specifically as it relates to the escalating violence in Mexico, the mass 
incarceration in north and the failures of the current models of dealing with the issue. 
 
Kicking off in Colorado, 24 representatives from the Mexican victim’s organization the 
Movement for Peace with Justice and Dignity will participate in panels looking to discuss 



 

2017 Mission St, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA  94110, Tel: 415-255-7296, Fax: 415-255-7498 
   www.globalexchange.org 

alternatives to current drug policy. The tour will wrap up in mid-November in Jackson 
Mississippi bringing the call for reform to 11 cities in the US and Canada along the way.  
 
The “Voice of the Victims” tour calls for ending drug war policies that have served to 
empower vicious criminals. Once again, those who have suffered atrocities in Mexico will 
make the case for better laws to impede the smuggling of hundreds of thousands of guns 
(most of them legally purchased) from the United States to Mexico every year. They will 
join their voices with others seeking to reverse the accelerating militarization of our 
borders that that both criminalizes and dehumanizes immigrants. 
 
The tour will continue to Seattle, WA  Oct. 26; Vancouver, BC  Oct. 27; SF Bay Area  Oct. 
30; Tucson, AZ  Nov. 1-2; Toronto, ON  Nov. 4; Ottawa, ON  Nov. 5; Chicago, IL  Nov. 6-
7; Los Angeles, CA  Nov. 8 -10; Washington, DC  Nov. 12,13; and ends in Jackson, MS 
 Nov. 15. 
 
“Our purpose is to honor our victims, to make their names and faces visible,” Sicilia said. 
“We will travel across the United States to raise awareness of the unbearable pain and 
loss caused by the drug war – and of the enormous shared responsibility for protecting 
families and communities in both our countries.” 
 
Sicilia comes with a profoundly moving story and message. His 24 year old son Juan 
Francisco was killed in a cartel-related crime in 2011. Sicilia made his pain and rage 
public with an open letter with the refrain "Estamos hasta la madre!" (colloquial Mexican 
Spanish for "We've had it!"), calling on all sides of the conflict — including Americans, 
whose drug and gun market is fully implicated — to a moral reckoning. He is a founder 
Movement for Peace with Justice and Dignity, and has led several marches and caravans 
across Mexico and the U.S.  
 
Since 2006, more than 80,000 people have been killed and more than 10,000 have 
disappeared in Mexico due to violence resulting from the failure of drug prohibition. This 
national emergency is fed by the illegal weapons that flow into Mexico from the U.S., and 
made worse by the militarization of drug policy, which has only escalated violence, 
corruption and impunity, leading to more deaths and disappearances that have torn the 
fabric of Mexican society.  
 
The drug war has produced painful consequences in the United States as well, especially 
the mass incarceration of non-violent offenders, an overwhelmingly disproportionate 
number of whom are African Americans and Latino. The U.S. now ranks first in the 
world in incarcerating its own citizens, with less than 5% of the world's population but 
nearly 25% of the world's prison population. Roughly 500,000 people are behind bars for 
a drug law violation. Blacks and Latinos are vastly overrepresented among those arrested 
and incarcerated for drug offenses, even though drug use rates are similar across racial 
and ethnic lines.  The war on drugs has become the longest and most destructive war in 
U.S. history. 
 
Meeting with immigrant’s rights organizations, civil liberties groups, harm reduction and 
public health groups, as well as politicians, the victims aim to expose the root causes of 
violence in Mexico, to raise awareness about the effects of the drug war on communities 
in the U.S., and to inspire U.S. civil society to demand new policies that will foster peace, 
justice and human dignity on both sides of the border.  
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Specifically, the “Voices of the Victims” tour calls for a comprehensive new security 
strategy, including at minimum: 
 

• The exploration of alternatives to drug prohibition, including diverse forms of 
drug regulation and decriminalization; and an open discussion of drug policy 
reform that replaces the current criminal justice approach with a public health 
focus;  

• a halt to the illegal smuggling of weapons across the border to Mexico, which 
can be achieved by giving authorities effective regulatory tools and adequate 
resources without infringing on U.S. constitutional rights 

• an end to the militarization of the border and the criminalization of 
immigrants, and the adoption of policies that protect the dignity of every 
human being, including immigrant populations that have been displaced by 
violence. 

 
For more information:  http://www.globalexchange.org/mexico/voices>  
About the Movement for Peace with Justice and Dignity: 
http://www.movimientoporlapaz.mx (in Spanish)  
Facebook: facebook.com/globalexchange  
Twitter: @voicesofthevictims.  
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